What can the study of CLA show us about language





Children learn language in a generally-similar pattern: it reminds us that language is a system, with structures and rules. Children learn by experimenting, making mistakes, etc, which reminds us that lang is infinitely creative.





Grammar:





1st words = nouns - importance of these in naming reality. Texts rely on nouns to convey info. Registers are defined chiefly by their nouns.  Then verbs - giving sense of action. Other forms - prepositions, advs, adjs, come later, illustrating their less immediate importance in communication: they are grammatical words, joining and adding detail to ideas, rather than lexical words. Initially chilren use present tense only; then past: suggests that tense is not especially important immediately, and that future tense is an abstract concept. Supported by pidgins in which tense is almost non-existent.





Phonology





Children makes sounds from day one of life - seem to rehearse the sounds they will need later. All babies make same early sounds - hints at universal language capacity (“competence” - Chomsky). Early words - mama, Dada, show ho language’s initial function is to establish connectons with people - ie that language is social. 





Process of learning





Describe what happens at each stage and how each stage represents something more specific (and perhaps less essential) in language.





Sorry - I can’t do this essay: these are just initial thoughts. Let’s just hope nothing like this comes up!








